Early Findings From the Oncology Care Model Evaluation.
The Oncology Care Model (OCM) is an alternative payment model administered by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) that is structured around 6-month chemotherapy treatment episodes. This report describes the CMS-sponsored OCM evaluation and summarizes early evaluation findings. The OCM evaluation examines health care spending and use, quality of care, and patient experience during chemotherapy treatment episodes. Because OCM participation is voluntary, the evaluation compares participating physician practices with a propensity-matched group of nonparticipating practices by using a difference-in-differences approach. This report examines 6-month episodes initiated during the first OCM performance period (July 1, 2016, through January 1, 2017). During the first OCM performance period, there was no statistically significant impact of OCM on total episode payments. There were small declines in intensive care unit (ICU) admissions (7 per 1,000 episodes) and emergency department visits (15 per 1,000 episodes); there was no statistically significant impact on hospitalizations or 30-day readmissions. Analyses of care quality and end-of-life care showed statistically significant impacts of OCM on the proportion of patients with inpatient hospitalizations in the last 30 days of life (1.5% absolute decrease) and ICU admissions in the last 30 days of life (2.1% decrease). There was no significant OCM impact on measures of hospice use. Early findings from the OCM evaluation demonstrate modest program-related impacts on some acute care services and no change in total episode payments. Early findings may not reflect practice redesign efforts that were phased in after the beginning of OCM.